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ABSTRACT 
Introduction: Health Education of nursing has a remarkable growth in the number of graduates 
produced. This is also supported Indonesia has a lot of nursing power resources to supply the 
world's demand. Foreign languages courses are elective courses which are provided each of 
Higher Education that aims to compete abroad. Motivation students have a strong influence in 
the decision of the elective courses. Method: This study used qualitative design by three 
respondents with in-dept interview with structured questions. To validate the data, the 
researcher used data triangulation by lecturers and friends. Result and discussion: The 
respondents motivated in learning foreign language to improve the ability of speaking other 
language, they motivated to able speaking with people in other countries in order to avoid miss 
understanding. They believed that it can increase the quality of students to continue their study 
or to work abroad in order to get high levels of life. Recommendation: The foreign language 
should be recommended include into the nursing curriculum, so that the students were high 
motivated in learning foreign language not only English but also Japanese and Arabic should 
be more meeting in the curriculum. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Health Education especially nursing 
has a remarkable growth in the number of 
graduates produced. One indicator of Good 
Higher Education is the availability of 
educational curriculum that supports the 
quality of graduates. This is also supported 
Indonesia has a lot of nursing power 
resources to supply the world's demand. 
Foreign languages courses are elective 
courses which are provided each of Higher 
Education that aims to compete abroad. 
Motivation students have a strong influence 
in the decision of the elective courses. 
There is a gap between the nursing 
staff and his distribution in the country. 
Indonesia experienced a crisis that access to 
health care should be adequate for its own 
population. In Indonesia the number of 
diploma and Bachelor of Nursing in 2008 
was 25.517 and increased to 27.909 nurses 
in 2009. Amount only 36.5%. Recent data 
from East Java province showed that there 
were 55 Nursing Diploma Program and 53 
Degree Nursing Program which produced 
about 12,000 nurses’ personnel per year. 
This amount would be great potential for 
Indonesia to send a nurse in the country in 
order to compete in the international 
(Efendi et al, 2013). Jombang about 845 of 
the 1,115 people working as nurses (public 
health Office of Jombang, 2014). Indonesia 
nursing crisis known power distribution 
from the Health Department in 2014 
reported that 10 370 nurses were in public 
hospitals and 4,213 health centers located in 
communities throughout Indonesia. The 
number of nurses production in 2014, 
estimated at 60% were utilized in the 
country, 5% abroad and the remaining work 
outside the competence (Efendi et al, 2013). 
From the preliminary study, Stikes Pemkab 
Jombang offered foreign language courses 
in 8th grades, namely Arabic and Japanese 
language.  
Learning foreign language for 
nurses are alternative policies in order to 
optimize the utilization of nurses who 
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uphold the principles of mutual benefit, 
both between Indonesia and other countries 
who are partners, and among nurses in 
Indonesia. Facing from the number of 
existing resources, Indonesia should be able 
to send nurses overseas. One important 
reason is the ability to speak a foreign 
language. With the motivation to learn a 
foreign language well, it is easy to realize 
opportunities to work in the nursing 
profession outside the State. 
Thus, there is still work is needed to 
increase the utilization of nurses abroad 
with regard to the needs of our country. 
Working abroad can be a personal desire or 
motivate culture as an expression of 
freedom and Human Rights (HAM) or 
perhaps as a result of financial needs, needs 
work, and the challenge to face the 
competition of nurses from other countries 
(Santric et al, 2015) this study is intended to 
determine the ability of Japanese language 
and how much interest students of bachelor 
nursing to work on Japan. from the above 
phenomena the researchers are interested in 
doing research on " Analyzing of 
motivation in learning foreign language 
faced by nursing students". 
 
METHOD 
The design of this study is 
descriptive design in qualitative form about 
motivation of nursing students in learning 
foreign languages, especially English and 
Japanese. The researcher conducted a 
research in Stikes pemkab jombang, in 4 
grade students on 6th March 2016 – 8th April 
2016. The descriptive study designed to 
obtain the current status of phenomena and 
is directed toward determining the nature of 
situation that exists at the time of study. 
This study aimed at describing about 1) the 
motivation of learning foreign languages in 
nursing students, 2) the students’ perception 
about foreign language.  
The samples of the study were three 
students of 4th grade students. They were 
interviewed using in-dept interview, it was 
appropriate for the situation in which the 
researcher wanted to ask open-ended 
question that elicit depth of information. 
For structure interview, the researcher had 
interviewed three students from Stikes 
Pemkab Jombang to their opinion on their 
understanding of foreign language used in 
this institution. The interview should be 
conversational with question flowing, seek 
understanding and interpretation, while the 
interviewer should try to interpret what 
being said and clarity and understanding 
throughout the interview, recording 
response, the responses were typically 
audio-recorder and complemented with 
written notes. The research instrument used 
questionnaire also to validate the data. To 
furnish the data, researcher also 
investigated the three students perceive 
about learning foreign language. The final 
data were in the form of numbers and some 
opinions from the students. The numeric 
data was analyzed using descriptive statistic 
in the form of percentages to measure the 
differences of the performance and 
perception of the respondents.  
The ability of learning foreign 
language can be seen by reading, writing, 
and speaking in the last examination of 
Japanese language which have been done. 
The respondents were interviewed by 
researcher about the motivation of learning 
foreign language, and the ability to achieve 
these skills. the teachers have some 
information to improve the methodology 
and style of teaching and find alternatives 
for improvements in teaching foreign 
language (Anita, 2009). 
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Figure 1. Data collection flowchart 
 
RESULT AND DICUSSION 
To gain the data, the researcher used 
interview to know the motivation of 
students in learning foreign language. The 
first respondent (miss A) is agreed that 
learning foreign language, especially 
Japanese language, motivate hers to study 
abroad or working in Japan someday, let 
see the interview result of her:  
”I have been learning two foreign 
languages, English and Japanese, I prefer 
Japanese than English. I want to go to other 
country someday, maybe for continue my 
study or just holiday or I can work there. So 
I am very enjoyed and motivated in 
learning the foreign language” (EKP). 
This is showed that learning foreign 
language is fun and she studied Japanese 
since 2010 when she was in senior high 
school. She understood the writing and 
speaking of this Language, the function of 
this ability were able to interact with other 
people when she continued her study in 
other country. She had high motivation to 
study Japanese language.We can see the 
result of her last examination.   
The second respondent, give 
different respond to answer the question to 
researcher. She explained that she studied 
Japanese language since two months ago, 
she new comer in learning Japanese 
language, she preferred learning Japanese 
than English, but she liked to study foreign 
language. She tried to enjoy and focus on 
learning Japanese language due to she 
wanted to have holiday or getting a job in 
japan. To make sure, let’s see the interview 
result below: 
“I just learned Japanese language 
for about two months, I felt it was easier 
than English because Japanese is same in 
writing and speaking, not as same as 
English. So, I liked learning Japanese 
language and I hope I can go to japan for 
holiday or getting a job there, because japan 
is a great country and I want to be there 
someday (SINH)” 
On the other hand, the researcher 
also asked the difficulties of learning 
foreign language for respondents, they said 
that difficulties are on writing and speaking 
process, foreign language is different in 
writing and speaking process. To make 
sure, let see the interview result below: 
“in my experience in learning 
foreign language, I found many difficulties 
in the writing and spelling of the word of 
foreign language” (EKP). 
“the difficulty of learning foreign 
language for me is the conversation 
practice, sometimes I faced miss 
understanding with the meaning of it. So, I 
will try to explore my speaking practice to 
avoid mistake (SINH)”. 
Otherwise, From all the three respondents 
agreed that learning foreign language is 
important for nursing development and 
nursing career. This is supported by the 
third respondent, let see the interview 
below: 
“Learning foreign language is very 
important to nursing career, to face 
globalization era, so that we can compete in 
Pilot survey 
Make an outline of the interview guideline based on the pilot 
survey 
Analyze the data and writing report 
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national or international. When there are 
many employees here, we can interact with 
them easily. Otherwise if we work abroad, 
it makes us easier to communicate with 
other and minimize the misunderstanding 
especially we are as a nurse that regard to 
human being”. 
The last beneficial things from 
learning foreign language is increased the 
bargaining nurses’ competition not only for 
skill but also the ability of speaking foreign 
language. So the bargaining power of nurse 
is high also regard to their salary. 
“I have been learning foreign 
language (in this case I learn japanese 
language) for 7 months. I feel that learning 
the foreign language can increase the 
quality of graduation, so that the value of 
competitiveness is high, its effects on the 
salary and the quality of life (REL)” 
 
 
Table 1. Perception towards motivation in learning the foreign language 
No  Item Description (1) (2) (3) 
1 Have you ever learned the foreign language?    
2 How long have you learned Foreign language, how is 
your experienced before? 
   
3 Learning foreign language help me to improve my 
knowledge? 
   
4 Why and what for you learned Foreign language?    
5 Among the other foreign language, why do you 
motivate to learn Japanese language?  
   
6 What kind of difficulties that you find in learning 
foreign language? 
   
7 Who is the one who motivate you in learning foreign 
language? 
   
8 Why do you interest to continue your study/ work in 
foreign country?   
   
9 What is the importance of learning foreign language 
regard to the development of nursing education?  
   
10 What is the beneficial of learning foreign language to 
the improvement of nursing career? 
   
 
Table 2. Profile of Respondents 
No Description  EKP SINH REL 
1 Age 20 20 19 
2 Sex Female  Female Female 
3 Status  4th grade student 4th grade student  4th grade student 
4 Time learning  5 years 2 months 7 years  
5 The reason of 
learning foreign 
language  
- For holiday  
- Just to know 
how to use the 
language  
- To continue the 
study abroad 
- To work in 
Japan 
-  
- To work in 
Japan  
- Able to 
communicate 
with others 
fluently.  
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CONSLUSION AND 
RECOMENDATION 
Conclusion  
All the respondents were motivated 
in learning foreign language in order to 
improve their quality of life in getting a job 
outside the country, one of the beneficial 
from this motivation would be increased 
their career in nursing. Altough, there were 
many diffculties in this learning process. 
They still motivated to continue and 
complete this learning process.  
 
Recomendation 
The foreign language should be 
recommended include into the nursing 
curriculum, so that the students were high 
motivated in learning foreign language not 
only English but also Japanese and Arabic 
should be more meeting in the curriculum. 
On other hand, the college held a foreign 
language’s day in a day in order to be able 
speaking other language in their daily 
activity. 
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